Croton stellatoferrugineus, a new species from Brazil, is here described and illustrated. This new species is endemic to dry forests at the base of "Pico do Itambé", the highest point of the Espinhaço range, in Minas Gerais State, occurring at 700-900 m elevation. Croton stellatoferrugineus presents morphological features consistent with its inclusion in Croton section Cleodora, due to its shrubby habit, petiolar basilaminar glands, 15 stamens, pistillate flowers with quincuncial aestivation, and multifid styles connate at the base.
Introduction
Croton Linnaeus (1753 Linnaeus ( : 1004 is ranked as the 11 th biggest flowering plant genus according to Frodin (2004) , with an estimated 1223 species (Govaerts et al., 2000) . The genus occurs mostly in tropical regions worldwide, but also with some representatives in subtropical and northern temperate areas, and most of its species are important elements of secondary vegetation, which make many species useful for reforestation of degraded forests. Its main centers of diversity in the Neotropics are Brazil, the West Indies, and Mexico (Burger & Huft, 1995) . Even with a large number of species already known for the genus, many species have been described for the Neotropical region in the last decade (Secco et al. 2001; Secco 2004; Gordillo & Luna 2005; Secco et al. 2005; Smith 2006; Riina et al. 2007; Caruzo et al. 2008; Cordeiro et al. 2008; Lima & Pirani 2008; van Ee & Berry 2009; Secco 2009; Caruzo et al. in press; Carneiro-Torres et al. in press) . Brazil has approximately 350 species of Croton, including herbs, shrubs, trees and rarely lianas, occupying all kind of habitats, with the greatest number of species concentrated in the eastern part of the country. A new species of Croton sect. Cleodora (Klotzsch 1841: 196) Baillon (1858: 369) Distribution and habitat:-So far only known from the "Pico do Itambé", in the Espinhaço range, Minas Gerais state, southeastern Brazil, where it grows in seasonally dry forests, at 700-900 m elevation.
Etymology:-The specific epithet refers to the rusty color of its stellate indument. The species can be recognized in the field by its densely ferrugineous indumentum and the foliaceous bracts with glands similar to those found at the base of the leaves.
From the results of an ongoing taxonomic revision of Croton section Cleodora by the senior author, and following the sectional synopsis of Croton by Webster (1993) , Croton stellatoferrugineus clearly belongs to that section. The features shared by members of section Cleodora are the arborescent or shrubby habit, presence of basilaminar or acropetiolar glands, stamens between 15-25, pistillate sepals quincuncial or imbricate, usually accrescent, and sometimes fused at the base or up to half of their length, and quadrifid or multifid styles fused at the base or higher up. This new species has a shrubby habit, basilaminar glands ( Fig.  2A) , 15 stamens, quincuncial sepals united up to half of their length (Fig. 1C, 2C) , and multifid styles fused at the base (Fig. 1D) , all features indicating that C. stellatoferrugineus belongs to section Cleodora.
Croton stellatoferrugineus is morphologically most similar to Croton sphaerogynus Baillon (1864: 326), a species from "restinga" forests of Brazil (São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Espírito Santo and Bahia), but differs from it in several features that are shown in subtending the pistillate and staminate cymules (foliaceous in C. stellatoferrugineus vs. linear, not foliaceous in C. sphaerogynus; see Figs. 1B and 1G), and seed shape (subglobose in C. stellatoferrugineus vs. globose in C. sphaerogynus; see Figs. 1E and 1J). Besides these morphological differences, C. stellatoferrugineus occurs in seasonally dry forests in Minas Gerais, whereas C. sphaerogynus occurs in moist forests in seashore plains ("restinga" forests) in the states of São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Espírito Santo, and Bahia (see Table 1 ). Another species morphologically similar to Croton stellatoferrugineus is C. heterocalyx Baillon (1864: 324) , which has a disjunct distribution between dry forests and "restinga" forests in southeastern and northeastern Brazil (Caruzo & Cordeiro, in prep.) . Both these species occur in dry forests and have similar ferrugineous indument. However, C. stellatoferrugineus can be easily distinguished from C. heterocalyx due to the different characters listed in Table 1 
